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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

"We are shaped more by the place where we live than we may realize. Character, values, relationships 
often influence us long after we leave and especially if we stay. From terrain.org: "Sense of place" is one of 
those terms cited often but rarely defined. So let's start there: A big definition, but a pretty good one, really, 
from Geography Dictionary: Either the intrinsic character of a place, or the meaning people give to it, but, 
more often, a mixture of both. 
There is a wonderful mystique about southwest Montgomery County, especially Pintlala. If you think the 
area where you live is non-descript, drill down on its basic history and watch your sense of place grow. If 
you have roots in our part of Montgomery County, begin by scrolling through the indexed PHA newsletters 
online: pintlalahistoricalassociation.com or come to the meeting this month. You will acquire friends who 
have a common interests. 
December 6 marks the Bicentennial anniversary for Montgomery County, Alabama. The county is older 
than the Alabama Territory, the city of Montgomery, and the state of Alabama. An important event is 
planned at high noon and will be hosted by the Alabama Department of Archives and History. Note the 
promotion elsewhere in this edition. 
You will discover a delightful change for this newsletter. For this edition there is no particular theme or 
heavily researched article. Enjoy a sampling of Pintlala's historical potpourri. 
Gary Burton, President 
garyburton1@charter.net 

October 2016 Program 

Pintlala Historical Association will meet on October 16, 2016 at 2:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of Pintlala 
Baptist Church.  Our program “ Beginnings of Montgomery County, Alabama” is an introduction to the year-
long-bicentennial observance of our county’s birth. This program will be given by our own leader and friend, 
Gary P. Burton, who needs no formal introduction. Gary has and will make this presentation to numerous 
historical organizations throughout the region for the Bicentennial observance. 
-Alice Carter 
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THE FIRST TWO HUNDRED YEARS 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, ALABAMA 
 

Bicentennial Commemoration 
December 6, 1816 - December 6, 2016 

 

 Tuesday, December 6, Noon - 1:15 P.M. 

Alabama Department of Archives and History 
 

"Reflections On The Beginning Of Montgomery County, Alabama" 

with  Musician Bobby Horton 

Horton's music scores were featured in sixteen PBS films by Ken Burns. 
 

"Flowing from the immense talents of Bobby Horton, the power of song and story trans-
ports an audience into a bygone era to experience the mood of history."  --Gary Burton 

Sponsors: 
Montgomery County Historical Society 

 East Montgomery County Historical Society 
 Pintlala Historical Association 
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THE OLD SHACKELFORD MILL ON PINTLALA CREEK 

     -Alice Carter 

Heretofore mostly unknown, the Shackelford Mill was not found on any of the lists of major mill sites in Montgomery 
County. This is the story as Alice Carter tells it: 

A selection from an Abstract and Title belonging to the Davis G. Henry family is featured below. It, along with a few 
selections not printed, were used in hopes of answering, "Where did Bibb Fork get its name?" In search for an 
answer, references to a  Shackelford Mill and Old Stage Road were found in the abstract. On August 16, 2016, Mitch 
Henry agreed to take Gary Burton and me to the site of the mill. The mill stone is no longer in the creek. Research 
needs to be done on the Old Stage Road in Pintlala. 

According to the abstract, multiple persons in the Bibb family sold their property to John W. Tullis. 

Date of filing for record: March 23, 1921 

Recorded in Mortgage Book 309, Page 143 

Consideration, $4500.00 

When Due March 18, 1923, with 8% interest 

Omitting the legal description of the property... 

"...with exception of the Mill Site and Mill known as Shackelford's Mill the run of the Creek and a space of land large 
enough for a wagon and teem [sic] to turn around at the Mill...so as to make the old stage road to Mobile the line, all 
in Tp. 14, R. 17.... It is our intention to describe in any convey herein our entire tract of land known as the Bibb 
Place..." 

Mitch Henry, current owner of the mill site, was the perfect guide on a perfect day. The recent drought had made the 
Pintlala Creek bed easier to walk. Mitch was generous with his time and knowledge of the land. He pointed out the 
blue marl on the creek's floor and helped us identify an Ibis perched in a bush. One could see what was left of 
wooden supports for the mill in the bottom of the creek bed as well as a large iron rod protruding from the water. 
Mitch has a working knowledge of a network of roads, now non-existent, giving access to Shackelford's Mill. 

Exposed iron rod which was part of the 
mill  

Alice Carter and Mitch Henry at site of 
Shackelford Mill 

Pintlala Creek bed with exposed wooden 
supports from Shackelford Mill 
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Update on Refurbishing Area Historical Markers 

The PHA embarked several months ago on the quest of refurbishing the historical markers in the Pintlala and Hope 
Hull areas. Some required only cleaning; consequently, the Pintlala Elementary School marker was our first priority. 
Our costs were greatly reduced because of a partnership with the Alabama Historical Association in preparation for 
the state's bicentennial in 2019. Scotty Kirkland of ADAH was especially helpful. The McGehee Cemetery marker has 
been refurbished thanks to the oversight of Huey Marshall. 
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Screen Capture of  the  Alabama Genealogy & History Publications Collection/ Montgomery County.  
Alabama Department of Archives and History Website 

Pintlala Records Digitized And Searchable 

Within the last year the PHA made a contribution to the Digitization Project/ Alabama Genealogy & History 
Publications Collection, which comes out of Alabama's approaching bicentennial. The state's earliest records will 
make their way online. Among other records to be digitized will be the records of local historical societies across the 
state. The PHA was third in the line and to date 100 of our newsletters are digitized and, for the first time, searchable. 
Any researcher with Internet access will be able to search for family names or matters of interest. Pintlala's history 
enthusiasts are indebted to Meredith McDonough of ADAH and the Friends of Alabama Archives for their strong 
leadership in this area. Thanks go to Jerrie Burton who scans the PHA newsletters for our website from which our 
newsletters were digitized by ADAH. 

Go to the ADAH website (archives.alabama.gov.)  /In the online catalogue/ digital collection, look for Alabama 
Genealogy & History Publications Collection/ Montgomery County. 
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Thomas H. Edwards, Montgomery County Engineer 
    -Alice Carter 

 

In last quarter’s Pintlala Historical Association Newsletter an article “Covered Bridges on Pintlala Creek” was 
published and it contained several references to Montgomery County Engineer Thomas H. Edwards. After the 
newsletter was distributed, Montgomery County Assistant Engineer, James Kelley, spoke with current (2016) County 
Engineer, George Speake. He had in his files an article on Thomas H. Edwards which had appeared in the 
Montgomery Advertiser, Sunday, April 10, 1955 in the” City Limits” column written by the late Joe Azbell. Speake 
graciously shared this article with PHA and it is reproduced below: 
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Congratulations to PHA member, Ray Scott 

The Legends of the Outdoors National Hall of Fame is changing the name of its prestigious 
Davy Crockett Trailblazer Award from the famous frontiersman to Alabama angler Ray Scott 
(below) who will also be its first recipient.  According to Garry Maxon, Hall of Fame founder, 
“the award will now be known as the Ray Scott American Trailblazer Award in honor of one 
of the greatest men that our industry has ever known.  Ray is a giant of a man not only in 
stature and in legend but in heart.”  Scott blazed trails in conservation seeking to preserve, 
protect – and improve – the fishing resource and environment he loved. 
www.legendsoftheoutdoors.com. 
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Welcome to New Members 

PHA is very pleased to welcome new members and look forward to seeing them at our 
meetings. Thank you for your support and encouragement! 
 
 Mrs. Janice Anderson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Larry Lauderdale 
 Mr. and Mrs. Greg Sanders 
 Mr. and Mrs. Rudon Taylor 

Felix Marcus Tully Tankersley, Sr. (1819-1895) Family Portrait, ca. 1880 

Back Row, L to R: James Tankersley (1870-1948), physician in Autauga Co.; Felix Marcus Tully Tanker-
sley, Jr. (1862-1922), physician and later Probate Judge in Luverne, AL; Lucy Tankersley Garrett (1866-
1910); George Stuart Tankersley (1868-1905), physician in LaPine and Highland Home, AL; 
Front Row, L to R: Felix Marcus Tully Tankersley, Sr. (1819-1895; FMT, Sr.’s third wife, Rebecca 
McLemore McPherson Tankersley (1842-1914), mother to all children except FMT, Jr. whose mother was 
Martha Moseley, second wife of FMT, Sr.; William Tankersley (1874-1955), physician in Pintlala and Mont-
gomery, father of Ethel Tankersley Todd and grandfather of Alice T. Carter.   
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"A Rare Old Volume", Source and Date unknown  

Courtesy: James Fuller, Montgomery County Historical Society 
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Can you help us identify the subjects in the photo provided  

by Bill Sansom? 

 

____________Hall, Mattie Scaife Sansom, ___________Poole 

 

PHA is seeking reader assistance in identifying the persons in this photograph as well as the photograph 
on the cover. This photo was provided by Bill Sansom.  



Name  

Address  

City, State Zip  

Phone (Home & Office)  

E-Mail Address  

Areas of Interest  

If you are interested in genealogy, please indicate family surnames  

Join the Pintlala Historical Association 
Please mail completed form & dues to:  
 

Pintlala Historical Association 
Ina Slade 

15212 Highway 31 
Hope Hull, Alabama 36043 

$15.00 Annual Dues 

c/o Pintlala Public Library 
255 Federal Road 

Hope Hull, AL 36043 
 

PINTLALA HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION 

N E X T  M E E T I N G  
O CT OBE R 1 6 ,  2 0 1 6  

2 :30  P . M.  
 

P I N TL AL A B APTIST 

C H U RCH 


